THE   RISING   STAR
nothing but amiability and generosity in his engaging nature, and what they could discover about his birth and mode of life up to the present was all in his favour.
He was the second son of a Sir George Villiers, who had lived at Brookesby in Leicestershire, and whose family could claim undisputed Norman descent. His mother was Mary Beaumont, a gentlewoman who had fallen so far in fortune as to have to serve in the capacity of maid-in-waiting to one of her own kin. In this office she was singled out by Sir George, who was attracted by her remarkable beauty. He married her, and on August soth,1 1592, she bore him this son George, who grew more handsome with each succeeding year, and whose grace and suppleness of body were the envy of his brothers and comrades. The boy learnt the rudiments of education in his birthplace until he reached the age of ten, when he was sent to school in the neighbouring town of Billesden. His father died whilst he was young, and his education was left to the care of his mother, who quickly perceived that he had no studious inclination. So, perhaps in the hope of a brilliant future for him at court, she chose to have him endowed with a readiness of conversation, and such accomplishments as fencing and dancing, which might later stand him in good stead. So greatly did he excel in these lessons, we are told, that his teachers were obliged to restrain him, lest he should altogether discourage his brothers, who were by no means so proficient.
George was always his mother's favourite, and she spent almost all her small income in providing him with the type of experience which would benefit him in a court career.
1 In SIR HENRY WOTTON'S 'Life and Death of George Villiers' (printed in vol. v of the Harleian Miscellany, p. 30), the date of his birth is given as August 28th, 1592 (p. 308). But, in speaking of his death-which took place on August 23rd, 1628-Wotton states distinctly, 'Thus died this great peer, in the 36th year of his age, and three days over3 (p. 321). It would seem, therefore, that Wotton originally gave the date of Villiers's birth as August 2Oth, and that it was afterwards erroneously printed as August 28th.
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